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Arts & Crafts are simply a 'joy' for most people.
Whether that be drawing, painting, needlework, woodworking, metalworking,
sculpture, scrap-booking – etc, etc, etc.
The list could go on and on but I'm sure you see what I'm getting at here.
Hobbies are our inspiration for life; without a hobby we can identify with and call our
own, life would seem 'empty' somehow and that's often when children and adults
alike go 'off the rails'. That said, it's imperative that we introduce our children to the
world of arts & crafts as early as possible, if only to get their imagination and
creative juices flowing as second nature to them.
It may well be that their hobby gene might take them into another entirely different
direction; music, acting, golf, photography etc, etc. But by introducing your child to
the world of arts & crafts you'll be giving them a great foundation to build on which
can be taken and used throughout the whole 'journey' of their life.
In this book I've put together a collection of ideas to 'spark' the inspiration and
imagination in both adults and children who may be reading this right now. The
crafty Ideas are in no particular order so please continue and more importantly –
ENJOY!

Check Out - 'Crafting' - Here!

#1. Acorn Craft Ideas;
Let’s get a hand count. How many people have oak trees in their yard or in a park
or woods nearby? Do you also have an abundance of acorns? These acorn craft
ideas will give you something to do with all those acorns the squirrels miss when
the colder months creep up on them.
Acorns can be used in a number of fall and winter crafts. With Thanksgiving coming
up soon, you can use acorns to help decorate your holiday table. You can also
create garlands and other items to decorate your home.

An ‘Acorny’ Family:
Gather up a bunch of acorns from your yard or a nearby park. Try to pick up only
the acorns with the tops still on them. You can also purchase wooden acorns from a
craft store. If the tops come off while you’re transporting the acorns, use a little bit of
craft glue to put the tops back on.
Find enough acorns for each person in your family for this first craft. You’ll also
need to have some acrylic paints, paint brushes, a sharp pencil and possibly six or
more inches of heavyweight thread.
Paint the bottom half of the acorn using a flesh-tone or light brown paint. While this
is drying, paint the top or cap of the acorn your favourite colour. You would then do
the same thing with enough acorns for your family, making the cap of each acorn
that family member’s favourite colour.
When the acorn is dry you can paint a face on it using a detail paintbrush or a very
sharp pencil dipped in the paint. Add other embellishments such as little bows for a
girl’s hair or painted pearls for mum. You could even make acorn animals by gluing
on pieces of paper for the ears. These are particularly cute for couples who don’t
have children but have ‘fur babies.’
Allow the acorns to dry thoroughly and either set them in a bowl, near family
pictures or glue string on them to hang them as ornaments. Another thing you can
do is create an acorn person for each person who is attending your Thanksgiving
dinner. Glue their acorn on a folded piece of business card stock and write their
name on the card so everyone knows where to sit.

Wreaths:
If you have a wreath to place on your front door, tie acorns onto a piece of raffia.
Next tie the raffia into a bow and glue that to the wreath. You can also hot glue the
acorns in groups of three around the wreath. Then use other fall items like baby’s
breath, silk leaves and berries to fill out the wreath.

Picture Frames:
How many old picture frames do you have which you would like to update? Create
autumn frames by gluing acorns onto the picture frame. To dress the picture frames
up a little bit, glue twigs and leaves alongside, dry brush gold or copper paint on the
frame and acorns. Once the picture frame is completely dry, place the picture back
into the frame and group them in one area as a photo display.
Acorns are normally in abundance in the fall and it really is a shame to throw them
away. In the spirit of trying to recycle and reuse, these crafts will help you do just
that. By making one or more of these acorn craft ideas you can use the acorns and
decorate your home at the same time.
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#2. How to Make an African Drum to Celebrate Kwanzaa:
One of the things you can expect with any type of celebration is that there will be
music. Think about all of the Christmas music you hear, beginning right after
Thanksgiving. When you celebrate Kwanzaa you can expect to hear the strong
rhythm of the African drum. Children love to celebrate so here are some directions
on how to make an African drum to celebrate Kwanzaa.
There are a couple of ways to make a drum which will look like it came from Africa.
In most cases you won’t be able to create the same sounds as an African drum, but
making a crafted drum may help your child understand the holiday better.
Here are the items you’ll need to make one type of crafted African drum:
* Large terracotta pot
* Green, red and black acrylic paint
* Sheet of paper large enough to cover the terracotta pot
* Rubber band large enough to go around the pot
Find African designs in books at the library or on the internet. You’ll want to look for
designs which are associated with Kwanzaa or the colours of Kwanzaa. Paint the
terracotta pots and allow them to dry.
After the pot is dry, draw a circle on the paper, large enough to cover the pot. You’ll
also want to leave enough to hang over the sides. Centre the paper over the
opening on the pot and then pull a rubber band over the top to secure the paper to
the pot. You and your children may be surprised at the sounds which come out of
this hand-crafted African drum.
Conga drums are a traditional African drum made of wood and cow hide as the
drum head. You may not have the materials or knowledge to make an authentic
conga, but that doesn’t mean you or your children can’t make a drum which looks
like one.
For this type of drum you’ll need a cardboard tube about 3 to 4 inches in diameter.
(Carpet shops are a great place to try as they normally throw this type of tube
away.) You’ll also want to find a plastic flower pot where the bottom will fit into the
cardboard tube. Next find an embroidery hoop (available at craft stores) which has
the same diameter as the top of the flower pot. Finally, you’ll need heavy plastic like
the cover to a swimming pool or punch ball balloon and some heavy-duty tape.
Cut the cardboard tube to approximately 12 inches in length. Next cut the heavyduty plastic large enough that it overlaps the sides of the tube by a couple of
inches. Take the embroidery hoop apart and place the plastic over it. Get someone
to help you stretch the plastic over the embroidery hoop and then put the outer
hoop back over the bottom part. The plastic and embroidery hoop have created the
drum head.

Place the drum head over the flower pot and tape it in place securely. Next push the
bottom of the flower pot into the cardboard and adhere the two together with more
tape. Once the pieces are together, paint it with African designs or red, green and
black colours for Kwanzaa. Set it aside to dry. Tie raffia or jute around the areas
where there is tape to cover it up.
Learn how to make an African drum to celebrate Kwanzaa. These drums aren’t
hard to make and may help you understand the holiday better. When your drum is
complete, don’t forget to give it a try!
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#3. Cake Decorating 101:
If you have seen television shows like “Ace of Cakes” or “Cake Boss,” you know
how time-consuming decorating a cake can be. Chances are you’re not interested
in creating elaborate cakes like those on television but you would like to learn
something more than merely frosting a cake. Cake decorating is an art, but luckily it
is one you can learn with some practice.
The main items required for cake decorating include:
* Pastry bag with plastic couplers
* Decorating tips in assorted shapes
* Offset and straight icing spatulas
* Lazy Susan or rotating cake stand
* Food colouring to tint icing
If you’ve never really decorated cakes before, you may not know what some of
these items are. Here are the explanations to help you.
The pastry bag is the container used for icing. Attached to the bag is a plastic
coupler which enables you to change decorating tips and use the same icing.
Scoop icing into the pastry bag with a spatula but don’t overfill it. In fact, if you fill it
much more than half full you could have problems.
Decorating tips come in a variety of shapes and sizes. Normally you can purchase
a decorating tips kit with three to four plastic tips. However, if you’re serious about
learning cake decorating you’ll want to invest in the metal tips. They can be found in
different shapes including round for piping and detail outlining, leaf, drop flower,
ruffle, basket weave, rose and various speciality tips.
The offset and straight spatulas are a cake decorator’s best friends. You’ll use the
spatulas for preparing the icing base for the rest of the decorations to adhere to. If
the base isn’t done correctly, you may find the decorations slipping off. Of course, it
also helps that you have the right butter cream recipe for the icing; it has to be the
correct consistency for decorating.
A lazy Susan or rotating cake stand can make or break your decorations. These
items will allow you to rotate the cake without much effort, which means you can
keep the correct pressure on the pastry bag. When you have the correct pressure
on the pastry bag you can feel sure the decorations will look uniform.
Food colouring is an optional tool but one that many cake decorators use. When
you’re making a good butter cream icing it will be a pale yellow or off-white in
colour. You may decide your cake needs some punch. Adding food colouring
sparingly until you reach the desired shade while you’re making the icing will give
you the colours of the rainbow to choose from.

Some other items you may want to purchase and have on hand include edible
decorating pens. These are pens filled with food colouring and have a paintbrush
type of tip. This type of tool is great if you don’t feel comfortable piping words on a
cake yet. Since the pen is made from food colouring, the “ink” is completely edible.
Marzipan is a confection made of ground almonds, egg whites and sugar. It can be
rolled out like to cover a cake completely or moulded into various shapes. Fondant
is another way to achieve a perfectly iced cake. Depending upon where you live
you may be able find pre-made marzipan items and tubs of fondant in bakeries or
cake decorating shops.
Maybe you’ve never thought about cake decorating. It is something you can learn
either by trial and error or by taking lessons. Once you know how, you’ll be able to
make beautiful cakes.
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#4. Easy Ways to Get Your Kids Interested in Arts and Crafts:
Normally children love to do arts and crafts projects. They can’t wait for the chance
to use their imagination and get their hands dirty. Some children don’t like crafts,
however. Here are some easy ways to get your kids interested in arts and crafts.
Child development experts and parents agree that no two children are exactly alike.
Perhaps the child who doesn’t like arts and crafts simply hasn’t found a craft they
like. What crafts projects have you introduced to your potentially non-crafty child?
Ask them if there’s something they’ve wanted to try but haven’t been able to yet.
Take them to an arts and crafts store and let them browse the aisles. Pay attention
to the things they seem interested in even if it’s just a small bit. Talk to them about
the different supplies and what they’re used for. Sooner or later something will likely
click for them.
Spend time with your child looking at arts and crafts websites on the internet.
Another option would be to check out some books at your child’s level. Ask your
child if any of the projects appeal to them. If they say something looks interesting or
fun, make note of it so you can get the supplies they’ll need. Let your children see
you enjoying a craft or hobby. Even if you have the television going, that doesn’t
mean you can’t be crocheting or doing a scrapbook page. If they see you enjoying
a craft they may be more likely to become interested.
Try to avoid giving your children the idea that a particular type of craft is off limits
because of their sex. Many men enjoy knitting or doing other crafts often associated
with women. Some women are expert woodworkers which is traditionally a men’s
skill. Encourage your children to try any craft they are interested in. Set aside time
each month for your family to work on crafts. Everyone can be working on their own
craft rather than all of you working on the same one. However, if you have a large
project everyone can work on together, so much the better.
Try to keep craft supplies readily available for everyone to use. If the supplies are
accessible, the child who claims not to like arts and crafts may find they really do.
Encourage any interest they have in the arts. You may even want to take the whole
family to an art museum to pique their interest. Make a big deal out of your child’s
artistic abilities. Hang artwork in a special place on the refrigerator or devote one
wall for your family’s masterpieces. Don’t forget to put up one of yours or your
partner’s every once in a while. You need to feel your work is special, too.
Don’t give up on them but don’t push them too hard either. Arts and crafts are
supposed to be fun. If your child says they don’t like crafts, try one or more of these
easy ways to get your kids interested in arts and crafts. One of them may provide
the spark your child needs to make them a lifelong arts and crafts lover.
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#5. How to Make a Decorative 4th of July String of Stars Garland:
If you’re like most Americans, you love your country. You can show your patriotism
by flying the Stars and Stripes during major holidays. You can also decorate your
home with red, white and blue decorations. Learn how to make a decorative 4th of
July string of stars garland so everyone knows how patriotic you are.
There are several ways to make these decorations and many places you can hang
them once they’re made. Here is an idea you may want to try.
You may want to get your children to help you. It’s possible they’ve made
something similar to this while in school, so they’re probably old hands at it. If your
children are ‘crafty’ at all, they’ll jump at the chance to make these decorations.
Gather together the following items:
* Red, white and blue construction paper
* Heavy-duty string or yarn in one of the patriotic colours
* School or craft glue
* Star template
* Glitter or stickers
* Hole punch
Find or make star templates in several different sizes. Crafts magazines and the
internet are good places to find templates. When you have a couple of different
sizes of stars, trace around the templates on the different-coloured construction
paper.
Cut the stars out and place them in stacks of the same colour and size. Punch a
single hole in each star. Your children can help you decorate the stars by putting
patriotic stickers on them. They can also spread school glue over the stars and then
sprinkle glitter on them. Let the decorated stars dry completely before stringing
them.
When the stars are dry, take one star (all the same size or of differing sizes) from
the various colours - making sure to alternate them in red, white and blue - and put
them on the string. You can either tie the string which will anchor the star in one
place or allow the stars to float freely along the string. Either way, you’ll want to
place enough stars on the string to stretch from one area to the next. Tape the
garland on one wall or porch post and then stretch it across to the next. If the stars
are floating freely, spread them out as evenly as possible.
It’s not hard learning how to make a decorative 4th of July string of stars garland.
Your children may even be able to make them entirely on their own. Consider the
abilities of your child and give them help if they need it. Then be sure to hang your
stars garland with pride both for the country and for your children’s crafting abilities.

#6. Fun and Environmentally Friendly Earth Day Craft
Children want to feel like they can contribute something to society. Many of them
are more environmentally aware than their parents because of what they learn in
school. Try these fun and environmentally friendly Earth Day crafts to reuse and
recycle some of the items around your home.
Paper Mache` Globe
One Earth Day one type of craft you may want to do with your children is to make a
paper mache` globe. Start by tearing newspapers into strips about 1/2 to 1 inch
wide. Make a paste from one cup of flour and one cup of water. Blow up a small
balloon; the rounder the better. Dip the paper into the paste and then wrap the
strips around the balloon in several layers.
Allow the globe to dry for several days before you pop the balloon. Trace and then
paint the continents onto the balloon. Allow the children to paint it and then let it dry
again.
Pine Cone Bird Feeder
Find several pine cones from your yard or a local park. Tie a piece of string or yarn
from the top so it can be hung up. Spoon some peanut butter onto a shallow tray.
Roll the pine cone into the peanut butter or spoon some peanut butter between the
layers. Then roll the pine cone in bird seed. Hang it from the branches in your trees
to feed the birds. See how many different types of birds visit your yard.
Tin Can Herb Garden
Wash empty tin cans and allow them to dry. Paint them with acrylic craft paint and
decorate them once the paint is dry. An adult will need to punch some holes in the
bottom of the can for drain holes. Add 5-10 small rocks at the bottom of the can
followed by enough soil to fill the can two-thirds full. You can either plant seeds to
watch them grow or find pre-grown plants to add to the can. Add enough soil to fill
the can and then water it. Place the can in a shallow dish to catch any extra water.
This one activity teaches children about plants and how to take care of them. It also
encourages them to grow their own herbs which can be used in family meals. Who
knows, your child may decide they want to try to grow their own fruits or vegetables.
Litter Bugs
No one wants to be a litter bug but that doesn’t mean you can’t make some. Your
child can do this by using sections of a paper egg carton and decorating them with

recyclable items. Paint the egg carton or leave it its natural colour. Glue on twigs,
bottle caps or other items to create eyes, a mouth, hair or legs.
Children love to do crafts. These fun and environmentally friendly Earth Day crafts
can serve two purposes: they will provide your child with hours of fun and also
teach them to reuse, re-purpose and recycle to help make the earth a better place.
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#7. Easter Table Decorations Ideas:
Easter is traditionally a holiday which brings families together. Some even consider
it to be on par with Thanksgiving and Christmas. You can use these Easter table
decorations ideas to help make your dinner table beautiful.
Centre pieces
Centre pieces can be as simple or as elaborate as you want them to be. A simple
centre piece might be a decorated Easter basket, a single flowering potted plant, or
a bowl with pastel coloured candies. Add some plastic eggs, coloured ribbon, or
Easter grass and you’ve created a simple centre piece.
For a more elaborate centre piece, place upturned bowls, bricks or other items to
the centre of the table to give it different heights. Place a table cloth over these
items and then place several flowering potted plants on top of them. Spread
coloured glass and Easter grass around the plants to add even more interest. If you
have small ceramic or toy bunnies, you may want to add those, as well.
Home-made place cards
Ask your children to make place cards which have each guest’s name on them.
They can also use plastic eggs with names painted on them. For fun, help the
children make cookies of typical Easter shapes. Decorate the cookie with the
guest’s name. Not only will they know where to sit, they can enjoy the cookie later.
Flower arrangements
Easter lilies, hyacinths, daffodils, and tulips are common flowers in early spring.
Many Easter lilies have a strong smell so you may not want to place them in the
dining room as they may be overpowering. Vases of flowers spread throughout the
home may be nice and will bring the beauty of springtime indoors.
One flower arrangement you may want to try is to place several daffodils and
crocuses in a large pot. Stick a small tree limb with several branches into the center
of the daffodils and then hang tiny Easter eggs on strings on them.
Table settings
If you’re not accustomed to using your good dishes very often, Easter is a perfect
time to bring them out. In fact, why not go all out when it comes to your table
setting? Use the good china and silver wear; your family will enjoy seeing them
being used.
You may want to invest in some chargers to place under your plates. This will dress
up your table settings. They can be used any time you want to dress up your table,
whether you bring out your good dishes or not.

If you’ve never decorated much at Easter, you might want to use these Easter table
decorations ideas or come up with some of your own. With the variety of flowers
and traditional symbols available there are so many options you can come up with.
Have fun decorating and celebrating the holiday!
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#8. Easy and Cute Kids’ Easter Craft Ideas:
Easter is a great time to get young children interested in crafts. These easy and
cute kids’ Easter craft ideas may be just what you need to pique your child’s interest
in the arts. They’ll have so much fun making these crafts you may want to have
extra supplies on hand.
Nutty Bunny
Start your child’s Easter crafts by helping them make a Nutty Bunny. These
adorable bunnies are made using a walnut, two almonds, paint (white, pink, blue
and black), white and pink pompoms, white ribbon and tacky glue (older children
may want to use a glue gun).
The walnut will be the head and the almonds the ears. You may have to sand the
bottom of the nuts to create a better fit and give you somewhere to put the glue.

Once the almonds fit properly, paint the nuts white and allow them to dry
completely. Then paint pink in the centre of the almond ears. Next you’ll paint the
eyes of the bunny blue. When the paint is dry, use a fine tipped paint brush and add
a small circle of black. Add a dot of white paint as highlights when the black is dry.
Use a small piece of white ribbon and cut it into strips to make the whiskers. Glue
these onto the face. Next place the three pompoms in the shape of a triangle and
glue them to the face on top of the whiskers. Add pink paint for the cheeks. Glue a
loop of ribbon on the back of the nut to hang it as an ornament.
Jelly Bean Carrots
This next craft is as fun to eat as it is to make. You’ll need:
* Cellophane cone-shaped bags (clear plastic icing bags or rectangular bags folded
and taped will also work)
* Orange and green jelly beans
* Green tissue paper
* Green curling ribbon
Begin by filling the cone-shaped bag about half full of orange jelly beans. Add a
green layer of jelly beans at the top. Set this inside a vase or something to keep it
from tipping while you work on the remainder of the craft.
Cut folded green tissue paper into a wedge which can be placed in the bag loosely.
The paper should touch the top of the green jelly beans and reach the top of the
bag.
Using the curling ribbon, tie two strands around the bag, just above the jelly beans.
Tie this tightly to keep the jelly beans and tissue in place. Curl the ribbon.
If your child doesn’t like jelly beans, you could find another orange candy or even
orange snack (cheese puffs or goldfish come to mind) and fill your bags with those
instead. You can also use only green tissue paper if you don’t have green jelly
beans.
These two easy and cute Easter craft ideas are things your child will enjoy creating.
They are simple enough for a child to do and they’ll have fun in the process.
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#9. Craft Ideas That Sell Easily:
As it gets closer to Christmas, countless people start thinking about ways to make
some extra cash for the holiday. Many are looking for craft ideas that sell easily
because there are crafts fairs or bazaars where they can set up. While selling crafts
may be a good way to bring in money before the holiday, if you wait until just before
Christmas to start making crafts, you have probably started too late.
However, if you’re serious about making crafts which sell easily, think about what
crafts you love to make and that people give you compliments about. If you choose
to make a craft simply because it sells well, you’ll soon lose interest. Without a
sufficient quantity to begin with, there’s no sense in setting up a booth or table to try
to sell your work.
Think about things that are useful. Hand-crocheted dishcloths are often a good
seller in many areas. Handmade jewellery is another item which might sell well.
Home made handbags are particularly popular with women in some areas of the
country.
While you’re at it, think about things men could use. They’re usually dragged
around crafts fairs by their partners and rarely find anything for themselves. If they
find a handmade hunting vest with plenty of pockets or bullet holders, they’d
probably snatch it up. They might also be interested in masculine-looking jewellery.

Hand-dipped candles are also usually a good seller. Candles aren’t difficult to
make but they do take quite a bit of time to do. If you choose to decorate them it will
take a little longer.

Handmade soap is a great seller at most crafts fairs or bazaars. Make some which
are geared toward women using feminine scents such as floral or citrus. You’ll also
want to have some masculine-smelling soap available for the men in the family.

Walking sticks are fairly easy to make as well. Go for a hike and pick up unusual,
sturdy sticks. Strip the outer layer of bark off of them. Then you can put a finish on
them and place rubber tips on the ends. If you’re very good at carving you could
also carve an image before putting a finish on them.
Find crafts which are easy to make which will enable you to have a good quantity
built up before a craft show, fair or bazaar. The more items you have on-hand, the
more items you can sell in one day or over the course of a weekend. You may also
choose to make something which can be made while you’re at the craft fair. By
doing this, you’ll be replenishing your stock during the slow times.
Embellish inexpensive flip flops. Even though many people are thinking about
Christmas, they can still buy for the holidays, and flip flops are a popular item. Add
ribbons, flowers, charms or gem stones with hot glue. Take advantage of end of the
season sales to purchase the flip flops; many can be bought for around $1 per pair.

When considering craft ideas that sell easily, think about the things you like.
Chances are if you look for certain types of crafts others will, too. Once you’ve
determined which craft to make and sell, be sure to make a good quantity so you
have plenty to sell to the masses.
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#10. Easy Valentine's Day Craft Ideas for Your Little Ones:
Children love to do crafts. They don’t need to have a reason to make things.
However, they like it even more if they do have a particular reason. The following
are some easy Valentine’s Day craft ideas for your little ones to enjoy.
Salt art is fun for toddlers. Help them mix together the dough: 1 cup of salt is added
to 2 ½ cups of flour. Mix in 2 to 3 tablespoons of ice water. Let them use a spoon to
begin with but change to their hands to get the three ingredients entirely mixed.
Once they have their salt dough they can create any number of things. Show your
toddler how to roll the dough out and use cookie cutters to make ornaments. They
can also roll it into ‘snakes’ to make a pinch pot. The salt dough can also be molded
around a picture frame. After they’ve created their projects, the salt dough must be
baked in a 250 degree oven for several hours. When the items have cooled, let
them paint their artwork.
You can also make a Valentine’s Day plaque using the salt dough. Make a heart
shape by rolling out the dough and cutting it to shape. Press their hand into the
dough to leave an impression. Bake the plaque as above and then paint their name
and date on the plaque so you’ll know when it was done. You can do something
similar using water-based paint and paper.
Speaking of paint, you’ll be hard-pressed to find a toddler that doesn’t love to finger
paint. Lay newspapers on the table before giving your toddler paper and finger
paints to work with. You may be surprised at the masterpieces your child comes up
with. If your child completes something that they’re really proud of you can cover it
with contact paper to help it last longer.
Show your child how to make Valentine’s Day cards. Fold a piece of construction
paper (pink or red) and write down the sayings your child wants in their card. Then
let them use stickers, glue and glitter to make the card pretty. If you have paper
doilies you may want to have those available for your child, too.
When your toddler is little, they don’t have very good manual dexterity. You can find
large wooden beads which can be strung on yarn or shoe strings and made into
Valentine’s Day jewelry. Red, pink and white beads, along with ones shaped like
hearts, are all your toddler needs to make necklaces, bracelets and key rings.
If your toddler is like most they love to do crafts. These easy Valentine’s Day crafts
for your little one are perfect for letting their artistic flair shine. Keep the materials
on hand and they can enjoy making crafts for Valentine’s Day or any other day of
the year.
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#11. Edible Thanksgiving Craft Ideas:
There are some images which are common to the Thanksgiving holiday such as
pilgrim hats, cornucopias and turkeys - to name a few. You can use familiar images
as a guide to make edible Thanksgiving craft ideas your children will love to make
and eat. With ingredients found in your home, your children can make these edible
crafts and enjoy themselves while staying occupied out of your way.
These edible crafts can serve more of a purpose than simply keeping your children
occupied while you’re preparing Thanksgiving dinner. You can also use them to
hold place cards for the table, as a treat to share with neighbours or as a means to
teach very young children about Thanksgiving. Look over these ideas and see
which ones you think your children would enjoy doing.

Pilgrim’s Hat
The pilgrim’s hat is an icon of Thanksgiving which can be made with cookies, large
marshmallows, jelly beans, melted chocolate and wax paper. Since the chocolate
has to be melted, an adult will want to help with this craft.
Put chocolate chips in a microwave safe bowl and microwave for 30 second
intervals, taking them out to stir. If the chips aren’t melted, put the bowl in for
another 30 seconds. Once the chocolate is melted your child can carefully dip the
tops of the cookies in the melted chocolate and place them on wax paper.
Dip the marshmallows into the chocolate and place them on top of the cookies.
Then add a jelly bean to the newly made pilgrim hat to indicate a buckle. Once the
chocolate has hardened, the hats can be moved to a serving plate and stored in the
refrigerator to keep the children from eating all of them.

Thanksgiving Cupcakes
Cupcakes are a universal treat because they can be adorned in so many ways. No
matter what the holiday, you’re sure to come up with some way to decorate them.
Thanksgiving is no different. If you can find candy or small toys which have a
Thanksgiving theme, the work is half done for them.
Help your children make cupcakes following the instructions given. Once the
cupcakes are cooled, your children can then ice them with plenty of frosting. Push
the candy or toy into the frosting and you’re done!

Cornucopia
The cornucopia is another traditional Thanksgiving symbol. Using sugar ice cream
cones, frosting and fruit-shaped fruit snacks you’ll quickly have an edible
cornucopia.

Place a small amount of frosting inside the ice cream cone. Then fill the cone with
fruit snacks. Lay the cone down on a small paper plate and let the fruit snacks spill
out of this edible ‘horn of plenty.’
If these edible Thanksgiving craft ideas aren’t to your liking, you can find many
more in books at the library or on the internet. Look up ‘edible Thanksgiving crafts’
and you’ll find more ideas to choose from. Of course, no matter what edible craft
you choose to do, make sure you compliment your children on a job well done and
enjoy at least one of the treats with them. Making edible Thanksgiving crafts may
become a favourite holiday tradition.
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#12. Animals You Can Make from Egg Cartons:
Does your family eat a lot of eggs? If they do, you may find you have too many
empty egg cartons lying around your house. What do you do with them? Your
children may be surprised at the number of animals you can make from egg
cartons. Why not show them a few?
You don’t know how to make egg carton animals? Follow these simple steps and
you’ll soon have a barnyard full of them. The things you’ll need for this craft are egg
cartons (of course), scissors or craft knife (for adult use only), markers or tempera
paints, google eyes and pipe cleaners or chenille stems.
It is best to keep children from using craft knives in order to keep them safe. When
your child is ready to make some of these animals, you or another adult will want to
use the craft knife to separate the cups from the egg cartons. Keep a supply of
separated cups on hand so the children won’t have to wait.
To make a ladybug, you’ll need to have red egg cartons. If you don’t have this
colour carton, your child can colour them red with markers or paint them with
tempera paint. Using black paint, then make the head and spots on the ladybug’s
back. Make a line down the cup to denote the split between the wings.
An adult will make three holes on each side at the base of the cup and two on the
head of the ladybug. Push black pipe cleaners through the holes to make the legs
and half a pipe cleaner for the antennae. Glue a pair of google eyes onto the
ladybug and allow her to dry before playing with her.
Spiders are made in a very similar manner. They don’t have to be a particular
colour, however, so you can leave them as they are or paint them. You decide how
you want your spider to look. Rather than poking only three holes at the base of
each side of the cup, you’ll want to make four holes since spiders have eight legs.
Using pipe cleaners again, push them through the holes to make the legs. Draw or
paint a face on the spider.
Make a bat using three egg carton cups which are still connected. The middle cup
will remain intact while the outside will have part of the cup cut away to create
wings. Poke a hole in the centre of the middle cup and run a piece of yarn, fishing
line or a rubber band through it. Make a knot at the end to keep it in the cup.
Decorate the face by painting it or using markers.
Your child might be able to think of other animals you can make from egg cartons.
Let them use their imagination and they might come up with animals you hadn’t
considered. They may also use the egg cartons to create other objects. Encourage
their creativity and join them in the fun.
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#13. Easter Egg Colouring and Decoration Ideas:
Colouring Easter eggs is one of the activities children enjoy most about the Easter
holiday; that and eating the candy in their baskets. Some parents have problems
coming up with Easter egg colouring and decoration ideas. You can try some of
these ideas to get you started.
How to dye eggs
It’s not unusual for families to purchase the egg dye kits from the store. Did you
know you can dye whole eggs or blow them out and dye them? Whole eggs are
good for those that enjoy eating them, but if you want to make a decoration out of
them and keep them, you’ll want to blow them out.
If you decide to blow out the eggs, you’ll want to put a pin in the small end of the
egg and a little larger hole (about one-quarter inch) in the opposite end. Carefully
blow the contents of the egg into a bowl. Rinse the empty shell with hot water to
remove any residual egg.
Next, very carefully immerse the shell into very hot water for a minimum of ten
seconds. This will strengthen the inner lining of the egg and sterilize the egg. You
can place the blown-out egg into pre-made dye or paint them. Set them into an
empty egg container to dry. Be careful, however, as they are delicate and may
break easily.
For whole eggs, boil them to the hard boiled stage, about 15 minutes. Prepare the
dye according to the package directions. If you’d like the white to show on part of
the egg, draw on the egg with crayon such as writing a name on it. Then place the
eggs into the dye and leave them to get the desired colour. Dip them out and place
them in an empty egg carton to dry.
How to decorate eggs
There are so many ways you can decorate eggs. Part of the decorating begins
when you dye the eggs, particularly if you use the tie dye method of wrapping
rubber bands around the egg before dying it. However, you can also add stickers,
use coloured markers, or glue on ribbon or other embellishments.
If you’re decorating blown-out eggs, for safety’s sake it is better if an adult uses a
glue gun to glue on ribbon, beads, or sequins. Paint craft glue onto a blown-out egg
and then place small pieces of torn tissue paper onto the egg. When it has dried
properly, paint another layer over the top to protect the egg.
Whole eggs which are meant to be eaten can be decorated in a number of ways,
too. You can dye them and then place stickers on them. You can also use markers
which are made with edible food colouring. Remember, if you’re going to eat the
eggs, you want to use things that are safe.

You may want to try some of these Easter egg colouring and decoration ideas this
year when you dye eggs. Be sure to let your children help and you may be
surprised by what they make. Don’t forget to take pictures to remember the day by,
and so you can remember their wonderful creations.
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#14. Toddler Craft: How to Make a Fruit Loop Necklace:
Toddlers first learning to self-feed are often given circle-shaped cereal. It is large enough
they can easily pincer grasp it. They also like the taste. If you’re looking for a toddler craft
to keep your child busy, teach them how to make a Fruit Loop necklace.
There are many ways to use Fruit Loops to help your children develop. Undoubtedly their
favourite thing to do with these colourful O's is to eat them. However, they can also learn to
count, learn their colours and learn manual dexterity with them. This activity is great for
children who can chew and swallow food easily.
For this craft you’ll need to gather the following items:
* Dental floss, elastic thread found in the craft department, or store or string licorice
* Bowl of Fruit Loop cereal
You may want to decide which string to use depending on how often your children eat
candy. If they rarely eat candy, allowing them to use string licorice might be a nice treat. If
they eat more sweets than you like, providing dental floss as the string can encourage them
to clean their teeth after eating their necklace.
Determine how long your child’s necklace should be. Ensure the length is long enough so
that it comfortably goes over your child’s head and allows enough room to tie it closed. Cut
the dental floss, elastic thread or string licorice to length.
Place your child at a table or tray which is comfortable for them. Pour the cereal into a bowl
which will be easy to reach into and take the cereal out.
Show your child how to thread the cereal onto the necklace they are using. Tie a knot at one
end so the cereal won’t slip off, or show them how to hold onto the string and thread the
cereal without losing any of it. They’ll also want to leave enough room to be able to tie the
ends together to form the necklace.
You may want to show your child how to create a pattern using the coloured cereal. Or you
can teach them their colours by helping them separate the cereal into piles of just one colour.
Let them choose how they place the cereal on the string.
When the necklace has as much cereal as it will hold, or your child is tired of threading the
cereal onto the string, help them tie the necklace. It is then ready for them to wear. Using
smaller pieces of string your child can make a matching bracelet, anklet or ring.
Teaching your child how to make a Fruit Loop necklace can be a great rainy day activity. It
can help them learn their colours or learn about patterns. Creating these pieces of jewellery
together can also be a good time to bond with your child in a new way.
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#15. Fun St. Patrick’s Day Craft Ideas for Kids:
From Irish Shamrock Pins to Leprechaun Hats –
It’s that time of year again! St. Patrick’s Day is just around the corner and you’re
scrambling for something green. Rather than deck your children out in green, why
not use these fun St. Patrick’s Day craft ideas for kids and let them create
something fun to wear?
Shamrock Pins
Give your child the supplies and help they need to create colourful shamrock pins.
They’ll need the following items for each pin they make:
* 3 flat wooden heart shapes
* 1-2 Sparkle chenille stems
* Hot glue gun
* Green craft paint

* Paint brush
* Green sparkle paint
* Pin back
* Wire cutters
Paint the wooden heart shapes with the green paint and allow them to dry. Next
paint them with the green sparkle paint and let dry. These hearts will create the
shamrock leaves when you glue the points together.
Using the green chenille stem, go around the edge of the hearts. It may be
necessary to use more than one chenille stem to get all the way around. Make a
loop at the bottom to indicate a stem and cut the chenille stem off with the wire
cutters.
Glue the green chenille stems onto the hearts to create a border. Then glue the pin
onto the back of the shamrocks.
Leprechaun Hats
Your child may enjoy wearing a leprechaun hat on St. Patrick’s Day. They’ll need
the following items:
* 1/2 gallon round ice cream container, clean and dry
* 4 pieces of green felt
* 1 piece of grey felt
* 1 piece of black felt
* 1 yard of green ribbon about 1/2" wide
* Scissors
* Ruler
* Black permanent marker
* Tacky glue or hot glue gun
* Hole punch
* Large circular object (however wide the felt is)
Place the green felt on the table with the ice cream container on top. Trace around
the container with a black marker and then cut the circle out. This is then glued to
the bottom of the container.
Glue another piece or two of green felt to the sides of the container to create the
hat.
Using a hole punch or scissors, punch two holes (opposite each other) directly
under the lip of the container.
Find another circular object a little larger than the ice cream container. Trace
around this onto another piece of green felt to create the brim of the hat, and cut
the circle out.

Place the body of the hat (ice cream container) into the centre of the larger circle.
Trace around the container and then draw another line about 2 inches toward the
centre to create a doughnut shape.
Make tabs by cutting from the centre of the hole to the line all the way around the
circle. These tabs will be glued inside the container to hold the brim on. (If you’re
using hot glue for this step, run small amounts of glue at a time to be able to work
the tabs onto it before it hardens.) Punch holes in the felt over the holes under the
lip of the container to be able to run ribbons to hold the hat on.
Cut a 2-inch wide strip of black felt. You may need to cut two to ensure the black
goes all the way around. Glue the band onto the green felt and trim off any excess.
Cut a 4-inch square out of grey felt. Remove the centre of the square to create the
buckle. Glue this to the black band.
Cut the ribbon into two pieces. Thread these through the holes and tie a knot in
them. Tie the hat to the child’s head.
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#16. Independence Day Craft Ideas for Toddlers:
Many toddlers love crafts. Why not introduce them to the Independence Day
holiday this way? Here are some ideas for celebrating this Fourth of July with
toddler crafts.
1. Patriotic Top Hats
Let your toddler sport this home-made hat proudly!
Supplies:
* White poster board
* Red and blue construction paper (large sheets)
* Scissors
* Glue and/or staples
* Pencil
# Note - you can use white poster-board instead of construction paper for the tube
and the rim.
Directions:
Roll a piece of poster-board into a tube and secure with glue or staples. Make sure
the tube fits your toddler's head.
Cut strips of red and blue strips of construction paper, wrap them around the tube,
and glue into place. Leave white between them so there will be red, white and blue
stripes.
For the hat's rim, lay a piece of poster-board on a flat surface, and set the striped
tube in the middle of it. Trace around the tube to make a circle. At four equal points
around this circle, draw four square tab shapes facing into the circle. You will cut
out this circle but leave the tabs. When you cut, don't cut in from the sides; start in
the middle.
Once the centre circle is cut out, cut a larger circle around it - that's the hat's brim.
You will have a large ring shape with tabs around the centre circle. Set the striped
top of the hat into the cut-out circle, and fold the tabs inward and glue them.
2. Patriotic Star Wand
Let your toddler pretend to make the fireworks happen with this "magic" wand.

Supplies:
* 12- to 18-inch wooden dowel in the thickness of your choice (1/2" or 1/4" works
well)
* White craft foam
* Glitter glue in red, white and blue
* Loose glitter in red or blue
* White glue
* Scissors
Directions:
Coat the dowel in white glue and roll in the glitter colour or colours of your choice.
Lay it aside to dry - a wax paper-covered tray should work.
While it's drying, cut two equal star shapes from the white craft foam. You might
want to use a pre-cut star pattern, or cut one star and use it as a pattern for the
second.
Put white glue around one of the star's five points, leaving a glue-free place
between one set of points (this is where you will insert the dowel later). Lay the
second star on top and lay flat to dry.
Decorate the stars with glitter glue, or with white glue and glitter sprinkled on. Once
the stars are dry, carefully find the non-glued spot. Make sure the dowel will fit.
Then fill the spot with glue and insert the dowel. Let dry overnight.
There are other crafts you can do, too. Think of star-spangled centre-pieces for
your table or picnic, or decorated cups to hold treats. And have fun!

#17. Independence Day Craft Ideas for Teens:
Crafts aren't just for little kids! Teens can get in on craft-making, and it's a good way
to celebrate Independence Day with your teens. You have to move beyond the
simple crafts of childhood, but there are all kinds of sophisticated crafts that teens
can enjoy. Here are some ideas.
1. Necklaces
Boys and girls both wear necklaces, and they can also make good gifts for teens to
give each other. Fabric necklaces are a great way to make a necklace that is not
necessarily gender-specific.

Here's how to do it.
Supplies:
* Piece of old clothing or cloth, about 2 feet long and 1 inch thick.
* Beads in Fourth of July colours and/or designs
* Scissors
* Needle-nosed pliers
Directions:
First, lay out your design of beads in a row. Then, fold the end of the fabric strip into
a point and poke it through the beads. String them on the fabric in the order of your
choice, using the pliers as needed. The beads will be tight on the cloth, so you can
space the beads however you like. When you're finished, tie the ends.
2. Bracelets
Use stretchy fabric and a smaller strip of cloth to make an Independence Day
bracelet.
3. Headband
For a festive headband, your teen can make the above necklace using stretchy
fabric that's a bit wider, and thicker beads.
4. Tote Bags
There are so many tote bag ideas for teens. You can use anything from duct tape to
old tank tops to make a tote bag. Here is one idea for a patriotic tote bag for your
teen to make using duct tape (the resulting waterproof tote can be used for the rest
of the summer for trips to the pool or beach).
Supplies:
* Duct tape (you'll need about 20 yards) in blue, red, and silver (or white if you can
find it)
• Scissors

Directions:
What you'll be doing is making duct tape "sheets" by attaching the sticky sides of
multiple strips of duct tape. Begin by laying 8 pieces of duct tape, 16 inches long,
sticky-side-up on a table or clean floor. Make sure the strips overlap slightly. Repeat
the procedure, but this time lay the strips sticky-side-down onto the previous strips.
When you're finished, there won't be any sticky part showing.
Do the same thing to make two duct tape sheets with rough edges.
Lay one sheet on top of the other, and trim the edges so that they are even, equal
squares.
Attach three edges of these squares using strips of duct tape folded over the edge.
On the fourth side, which will be open, you can add a strip of duct tape on either
side of the opening so that all 4 sides have a stripe.
For two handles, use a 20-inch piece of duct tape folded in half lengthwise, stickyside-in. Then tape the ends of this folded strip to the inside of the bag's opening.
If you like, cut decorations from coloured duct tape and stick them to the outside of
the bag.
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#18. How to Make Your Own Labour Day Table Decorations:
Nearly everyone loves a party and will find reasons to have one. For those planning
an end of summer hurrah on Labour Day, you may be wondering how to make your
own Labour Day table decorations. Use these ideas to get you started creating your
own festive table decorations.
Begin by deciding what type of theme you’d like to use for your party. Quite often
people use the patriotic theme because they have decorations left over from a
Fourth of July party. You’re not limited to that theme, however. In fact, you could
decorate with Christmas decorations if you wanted to. There are no hard and fast
rules about decorating for Labour Day.
Why not develop your own decorating style for this holiday. Or incorporate different
elements from other holidays celebrated during the summer months. Use some
patriotic decorations or at least traditionally patriotic colours of red, white and blue.
Flags and bunting might also be available. Then add other colours which are so
important for the season – green and yellow come to mind.
Start with a base of white flowers in a pot, or if you have a large area to decorate,
use several pots of white flowers. You could also use any colour flowers but quite
often you can find white mums or carnations near Labour Day. Then you can add
whatever you have on hand which reminds you of summer to these plants. Use
your imagination! Have fun coming up with summer-type items to dress up the
flowers.
Even though most people don’t think of it this way, Labour Day really is a
celebration of those who work. Why not have an office or work-themed party?
What, you don’t want to think about work on Labour Day? Then think about a
particular field you would like to honour. Perhaps there are a number of public
servants you plan to invite. Decorate your table with police, fire-fighter, medical or
military memorabilia.
Celebrate the end of summer and Labour Day with a faux beach party in your back
yard. Gather together several children’s sand boxes, fill them with sand and create
your own beach. What’s the beach without water? Fill a kiddie pool with water and
there you go!
For a table centrepiece you could get a large bowl, fill it with water and some sand.
Place small dolls in bathing suits at their “beach.” Then follow this train of thought
by decorating with hula skirts, Hawaiian leis, paper or Tiki lanterns and beach balls
to fit the party theme. Think of other things you might see at a beach and
incorporate those into the scene.

Balloons can be found in every shape, style and colour these days. Look at a dollar
store to see if they have some which are related to summer activities and use them
for decorations. Tie the balloons to chairs, rocks or something heavy to keep them
from flying away.
Table decorations don’t have to be elaborate to keep with a party theme. You can
make many decorations with construction paper and some scissors, but you can
also make decorations by using found items around your home. The important thing
is to make your party table festive while leaving enough room for what’s most
important – the food!
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#19. Dried Macaroni Craft Ideas:
Your children may think macaroni only goes with cheese, so they may not realize
how many arts and crafts projects they make with the noodles. Since most children
love to get their hands dirty with a good craft you might want to try some of these
dried macaroni craft ideas. They are especially good for those days your children
can’t go outside and you simply don’t want the television on.
Macaroni or other noodle jewellery is a great craft for your kids to try. It’s an easy
art project which even toddlers can do with little or no help. Here’s what your
children will need to make this jewellery: macaroni or other noodles with holes in
them, cross stitch or plastic necklace thread, coloured markers, glue and glitter.
Ask the children to use the markers to draw shapes or designs on the noodles.
They can also colour the entire piece if that’s what they prefer. Suggest they spread
some glue on the noodles and then sprinkle glitter over them. Allow the noodles to
dry completely if they’re using glue as it can cause the noodles to stick together.
Have them decide what size piece of jewellery they want to make. Necklaces will
need to be long enough to fit over the head, bracelets and anklets will need to fit
over those body parts. Cut the thread long enough for each piece of jewellery
they’re making.
When they have enough coloured noodles they can begin adding them to the
thread. They’ll want to continue adding the noodles until they’re near the end. Be
sure they allow enough thread to tie it in a knot to keep the necklace together.
Your children can also create collages using different types of noodles. Check your
pantry to see what types of dry noodles you have on hand. If you can spare them,
grab a little of each kind and put them in a bowl. Add a little rice in the bowl as well
to give them extra materials to work with.
Using the different noodles, your children can make different objects. Macaroni
noodles, along with some straight noodles, are great for making sheep. Draw two
circles on a sheet of paper, one large with a small one overlapping it. Children can
use macaroni and glue it inside of the circles. This will look like curly fur. Pieces of
rice can be added to the picture to make it look like grass.
The children can also use spaghetti and wagon wheel noodles to make a wagon or
other vehicles. Let them use any of the noodles to create an abstract picture. When
the glue they’ve used to stick the noodles to the paper has dried, they can paint or
use markers to colour the noodles.
Think about having dried noodles on hand the times your children say they’re
bored. Keep or buy noodles for these dried macaroni craft ideas or let your children
think of other art projects they can do with the noodles. You may be amazed at
what they come up with.
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#20. Macramé 101:
Although the craft is believed to have originated in the 13th century by Arab
weavers, macramé was a popular craft in the 1960s and 1970s. It has recently
begun making a comeback in jewellery making. However, you can also make wall
hangings and other useful items with this art form.
Macramé is basically tying knots to create a decorative fringe on shawls, veils, bath
towels or other hand-loomed fabrics. If you were alive during the craft’s heyday in
the United States, you may have also seen owl wall hangings or macramé plant
hangers as well as traditional fringes. Macramé belts were also popular.
The most common materials used for macramé are strands of cotton, hemp, leather
or yarn. Depending upon what is being made you may also find macramé items
with beads of varying sizes and styles. Beads are particularly popular when making
jewellery. Items which have special meaning may also be added to macramé
jewellery to give it added significance.
Macramé is made by tying a variety of knots. The main knots used are the square
knot and either a full hitch or double half hitch knot. Macramé also uses granny,
Josephine, lark’s head and overhand knots. Today these same knots are used to
create macramé pieces; however, the size and complexity of the craft has changed
in the past decades.
If you’ve never tried macramé before, you can easily find books and instructions at
craft stores and online. Some books will provide better direction, often with step-bystep photographs for the more elaborate. The supplies are easy to obtain and aren’t
terribly expensive unless you’re going to use Swarovski crystals. Most beads, even
the better quality glass ones, can be purchased for less than $7.
When just beginning this craft it is a good idea to purchase a macramé jewellery kit
which can be purchased at any craft store. The kit will include all of the cord you
need to complete the project, as well as any beads which may be necessary. They
will also provide detailed instructions on how to finish the project.
Expect to spend a good amount of time creating your macramé pieces as the
process of tying the knots is time-consuming. Other factors which may determine
how long a piece takes are the size of cord you use and the number of beads
added. Of course, more elaborate patterns will take more time as well.
Once you have become familiar with the different knots you may want to try to
design your own macramé pieces. Look through books, magazines and the internet
to help you see the breadth of options available to you. It is amazing how a
macramé has changed over the centuries.
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#21. How to Make a St. Patrick’s Day Leprechaun:
Faith and begorra! St. Patrick’s Day is right around the corner. To liven up your
home, teach the children how to make a St. Patrick’s Day leprechaun. Not only will
it brighten your home, it will also give the wee ones a chance to enjoy hands-on
crafts.
Many people associate the leprechaun with Ireland, but don’t realize there are
crafts which allow children to make them. In fact, with items found around the
home, your child can make more than one leprechaun. And who knows, if you find
leprechauns you may also find a pot of gold!
You may be able to find many of these things around your home. For those you
can’t find, they’re relatively inexpensive or you can find and print some things off of
the internet. Here’s what your child will need:
* Toilet paper rolls (enough for each leprechaun your child wants to make)
* Paper in various colours (black, green, white, yellow)
* Crayons
* Scissors
* Glue
* Brown chenille stems (may also be called pipe cleaners)
* Green craft foam
* Printer to print templates or other items off the internet
If you don’t have access to a coloured printer, your child will most likely enjoy
colouring the areas where colour is needed. No matter which type of craft your child
is making, the toilet paper tube will need to be covered. This can be done by using
a template or measuring the length of the tube and adding half inch extra on both
ends. Be sure the paper or green craft foam is long enough to fully cover the paper
tube and then glue it down in place. Bend the extra over the edge of the tube and
glue it to ensure the paper won’t come off.
Cut out the head, hat, ears, feet, and arms. If the paper these have been printed on
is flimsy, your child may want to glue them to an index card to give them extra
stability. Then glue the pieces to the covered paper tube. The leprechaun is ready
to stand guard over a pot of gold or whatever else your child chooses.
If your child prefers, they can use many of the same ideas using craft foam. Draw a
circle around the tube and another one about half an inch larger. This will be the
brim for the hat. The centre of the circles can be the top of the hat.
Wrap brown chenille stems around a pencil to create spirals which can be glued to
the tube. Leave enough room for a face. Either paint the face onto the tube or use
one of the templates found. Draw the detail (eyes, mouth and nose) onto the face
as well as any other details such as the hands, arms, belt, or a flower in the pocket.

Let your child look at pictures of leprechauns to give them an idea of what they
should look like.
Once your child learns how to make a St. Patrick’s Day leprechaun, they can use
the same basic ideas to make similar crafts for other holidays. Remember,
however, since these are made of paper, you’ll want to store them in a box to
protect them if your child chooses to keep them. Enjoy the leprechaun and
hopefully you’ll find your pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.
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#22. How to Make an Apple Turkey:
Children love to help in the kitchen, but parents often think they’re in the way. They
also love to do crafts. Here’s one way for your child to help make a treat for
Thanksgiving and be crafty at the same time. Teach them how to make an apple
turkey.
Apple turkeys are a fun craft which can be eaten. Each child will need the following
items to create one turkey. You may also want to have enough of the items to
create one turkey for each person who will be attending the Thanksgiving meal.
* One large red delicious apple for each turkey to be made
* Ten toothpicks for each turkey
* Gum drops, small coloured marshmallows or raisins to create feathers
* One large marshmallow for the head
* Two chocolate chips per turkey for the eyes
* One piece of candy corn for the beak
* One small piece of red shoelace licorice for the wattle
Before your children begin making their apple turkeys, be sure the apples are
washed and allowed to dry completely. Start by giving the children the items they’ll
need to create their turkeys or have quantities of each item in a bowl the children
can use. They can construct their turkey on a paper plate or directly on the table.
Place each apple on its side, pointing the smaller end to the child’s right. Hold the
apple down and have the child place five toothpicks into the smaller end in the

shape of a fan to create the feathers. To complete the feathers, ask your child to
carefully push a couple of gum drops, marshmallows or raisins onto the toothpicks
to look like feathers.
Carefully push another toothpick into the fat end of the apple. This will be where
your child will push a large marshmallow onto the toothpick for the head. With
safety scissors they can cut two small slits into the marshmallow for the eyes, one
for the beak and a very small snip for the wattle.
Ask the child to push the candy into the places the marshmallow was snipped. The
chocolate chips should be placed pointed end first into the area prepared for them.
Push a piece of candy corn with the pointy end facing out into the marshmallow for
the beak. Finally, using a small piece of red licorice, push it into the hole at the
bottom for the wattle.
Turn the turkey over so the child can push four more toothpicks into the apple.
These will be placed in such a way the turkey will be able to stand on its own.
Rather than merely using these apple turkeys as a snack, why not create a name
card and place it against the feathers so everyone will know where they’re to sit?
Your child will love making these edible crafts. Once they learn how to make an
apple turkey they may decide that having them at Thanksgiving isn’t often enough.
And why shouldn’t they want to make them all year long? They’re fun to make and
even more fun to eat.
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#23. How to Make Your Own Mardi Gras Masks:
Each year millions of people celebrate Mardi Gras prior to Ash Wednesday. Those
celebrating in cities such as New Orleans or Rio de Janeiro can be seen wearing
elaborately decorated masks. The following will show you how to make your own
Mardi Gras masks for your own festivities.
Items you’ll need include:
* Plain white masks which can be found at party stores. You can also purchase premade masks and decorate them
* Feathers in various sizes and colours
* 12-inch dowel rods – one for each mask being made – or 2 pieces of ribbon per
mask to hold it on
* Paint – traditional Mardi Gras colours are purple, gold and green but you can use
any colours you like
* Sequins
* Glitter
* Craft glue
Decide which type of mask you’ll make. You can use the dowel rod to make a mask
on a stick or add ribbon to the ends to hold the mask on. Creating the mask with the
stick will require you to hold the mask to your face but it is the more traditional type.
Attaching ribbon will allow you to have both hands free.
What does a Mardi Gras mask look like? You can find examples on the internet,
television or costume books at the library. The mask doesn’t have to be simple.
Make it as elaborate as you want. Cat’s eyes, hearts, stars and more are all
acceptable.
The colours associated with Mardi Gras are green (for faith), gold (for power) and
purple (for justice). You can choose one of these colours for the base of the mask
but it isn’t necessary. Choose the colours you like best. Paint the mask and allow it
to dry completely before you begin decorating it. If you’d like to make the mask
more stable and more elaborate, you may want to cover it with rich fabrics such as
velvet, damask or lace.
Let your inner artist out so your Mardi Gras mask is an extension of your
personality. Glue feathers, beaded ribbons, sequins or glitter to the mask until
you’re satisfied with how it looks. Be aware, however, that you want to ensure
whatever is used to decorate the mask will not come off and get into your eyes.
Sew sequins to the outer edge of the mask to give it a finished look.
Once your mask is complete you’ll want to attach either the dowel rod or the
ribbons. If you’re using the dowel rod, paint it the same colour as the mask. Add
ribbons which have beads on them to the area where you attach the dowel to the
mask.

Those attaching the ribbons to tie the mask on may want to sew them on, hot glue
or staple them. Whichever method you use to attach the ribbons, you’ll want to be
sure the ribbons are secure and will not injure you.
After you learn how to make your own Mardi Gras masks, you may want to make
more than one. Create several or ask friends to come over and make their own.
You will then be prepared to celebrate Mardi Gras in style.

#24. How to Make Your Own Paper Mache Piñata:
Ask any child and they’ll tell you piñatas make a party. They love the fun of trying to
get the goodies out of the piñata. For your child’s next birthday, or any party, why
not learn how to make your own paper mache piñata?
Making paper mache piñatas isn’t as difficult as you might think. You need to have a
hollow frame, paper and some type of glue. Once the piñata is made you’ll want to
decorate it so you’ll want to have paint available.
Begin by covering up your working surface. Making a piñata is messy so you might
want to put down newspaper on the table or a plastic table cloth which can be
thrown away when you’re done. Having one or both of these barriers will make
clean-up so much easier!
Determine what you’ll use as the hollow frame or base for the piñata. The easiest
frame is a large balloon. Fill it with air and tie it off. Use crumpled paper or other
lightweight items taped to the balloon to create different shapes. Make the frame
and then set it aside as you prepare the rest of your items.
Tear or cut the newspaper into strips about an inch wide. If you tear the newspaper
from the fold it will tear straight, while tearing it from the side (long edge) will tear
crooked. It really doesn’t matter but the pieces will be longer, which is what you
want. In fact you want the pieces to be about six to eight inches long.
Make paper mache paste by combining school glue with water. You can also make
a paste from water and plain white flour or use pre-made wallpaper paste. The
paste needs to be thick enough to adhere to the paper and yet not so thick it’s
clumpy.
Put the paper into the paste, a few pieces at a time. Take out one piece, slide it
between two fingers to remove the excess paste and then spread it onto the

balloon in one layer. Completely cover the surface of the frame with the paper
except for near the place the balloon is tied. Think about what size the goodies are
going to be that will be placed in the piñata when it’s complete. You want to leave a
big enough hole to get the balloon out and the goodies in.
Let the balloon dry completely between layers. Three layers of paper provide
enough strength to hold the goodies when it’s filled but will be thin enough that it
can be broken open. Adding an extra layer or two around the top will ensure the
piñata can be hung when filled.
After the entire piñata is dry, pop the balloon and remove it. Poke a few holes
around the top to give you a way to hang the piñata and reinforce the holes to make
them stronger. Then decorate it with bright, festive paint and streamers.
When the paint is dry, fill the piñata with whatever goodies you have. This could be
candy, small items they’ll need for school, toys or money. Ask your children what
they’d like to have in the piñata.
Commercially made piñatas are so expensive, and once you learn how to make
your own paper mache piñata you may find yourself making them regularly. Enlist
your children in helping to make the piñatas. Make it a fun activity you can do
together when preparing for birthdays each year.
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#25. How to Make a Patriotic Necklace:
If you love your country, there’s no time like the present to show your patriotism.
You don’t have to wait until the Fourth of July to celebrate the United States.
Learning how to make a patriotic necklace will allow you to show your patriotism
year round.
What type of patriotic necklace you make depends on your level of ability. For those
who aren’t comfortable with crafts, why not give this simple necklace a try? You’ll
need the following items:
* Three spools of red, white and blue thread, one of each colour
* Thin ribbon in any of the three colours
* Large wooden beads in the same colours
Paint a thin layer of glue on the thread to ensure the thread remains on the spool.
While the thread is drying determine how long you want the necklace to be. Cut
lengths of ribbon long enough to make the necklace and allow it to be tied. When
dry, thread the spools and beads onto the ribbon, alternating spools and beads until
the necklace looks good to you. Tie the ribbons off and there’s your necklace.
Another easy patriotic necklace to make is to simply gather small red, white and
blue pony beads and clear jewellery cord. Thread the beads in a pattern onto the
jewelry cord. If you can find large star-shaped beads, intersperse them around the
necklace. When the necklace looks good to you, tie it off. You may need to make
more than one knot to keep the necklace from coming apart.
One craft you may have done as a child is to make beads out of old magazines or
pieces of paper. Find pictures in magazines which are red, white or blue. Or you
can find metallic papers for scrap-booking as well as other scrap-booking papers
that have a patriotic theme.
Cut the paper into elongated triangles about 4 inches by 1 inch. Use a wooden
skewer or pen insert to wrap the paper around which will leave a hole in the paper
bead. With the wide end of the paper against the skewer, very tightly roll the paper
until the point is ready to be stuck to the paper. Put some glue on the point, allow it
to dry a few moments and carefully take the paper bead off the skewer. Continue
making the paper beads until you have enough for your necklace. Then thread
them onto a piece of clear jewellery cord and tie it off.
These are some easy methods of how to make a patriotic necklace. Involve your
children in making these necklaces. They can make them for friends and loved
ones as well as make some for themselves. Remember to wear your patriotic
necklace whenever you feel like showing off your pride in your country.

#26. How to Make a Thanksgiving Wreath for Your Entrance Door:
It is not uncommon for families to have visitors throughout the holidays, beginning
in October. Your family may decorate your door for Halloween and Christmas; have
you thought about how to make a Thanksgiving wreath for your entrance door? If
you expect to have company on Thanksgiving Day, why not invite guests in with a
festive wreath?
Most hobby and craft stores will have a variety of wreaths to use as a base. They
can be found in different styles to match your personality. Consider a wreath made
of grape vines if your home is rustic. Evergreen boughs might be considered more
traditional. You can even find wreaths made of feathers which can be decorated if
your home is more contemporary. If you’re a crafty sort, you can also create your
own wreath by purchasing a Styrofoam base and adding your own items to it.
What would you add to a Thanksgiving wreath? Think about the holiday and what it
means to you. You’ll probably want to include items associated with harvest or the
first Thanksgiving – small pumpkins, berries, colourful corn cobs and autumn
flowers. However, if your family has particular traditions or items which have special
meaning to you, you may want to include those as well.
Beginning with whatever base you’re using, place items around the wreath in order
to make it pleasing to the eyes. It is probably best to start with foliage such as
autumn-coloured leaves or pine boughs. These can be added around the base or
gathered at the bottom. Once you have them situated, you can begin hot gluing
them in place.
When it comes to other items, designers often recommend using items in threes.
Either place three of an item together if they are small, or spread three or six of the
item over the entire wreath. Again, once you’re happy with the way the wreath looks
you can glue the items down. Be sure to use enough glue to secure the items on
the wreath even in a blustery day.
Once the wreath is completed, you may want to wrap a wide, fall-coloured ribbon
loosely around it. Finish it off by creating a large bow made of the same ribbon and
secure it with hot glue to the top of the wreath. Leave the tails hanging for additional
colour or to add interest.
Check your children’s toys. Some girls have dolls which are dressed in Native
American outfits. These would make an interesting focal point for the wreath. Boys
may have toys which can be used as well.
After you’ve completed the wreath to your satisfaction, be sure to use a sturdy
hanger on your door. This may require you to put a nail in the door to hold the
hanger, but you won’t want your hard work to fall to the floor when the door is
opened.

Once you’ve learned how to make a Thanksgiving wreath for your entrance door,
there’s nothing to stop you from creating one for each season or holiday. When
Thanksgiving is over you can remove the items to create a new wreath, or place it
in a large plastic bag and store it for next year.
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#27. Fun Mother’s Day Crafts for Toddlers:
There’s a special bond between mothers and their toddlers. So when it’s time to
celebrate Mum, try some of these fun Mother’s Day crafts for toddlers. You know
your toddler loves to do crafts and now is the perfect time to let their creative side
shine through.

One of the easiest crafts your toddler can make is a coupon book. The coupons can
be made from sheets of paper cut in thirds. Help them think of things to put on the
coupons – “One hour uninterrupted bubble bath,” “Clean up my room by myself” or
“A flower garden bouquet.” Let your child think of fun things to use for the coupons.
Your toddler will love decorating the coupons, too.
Help your toddler make flowers from paper hearts that may be left over from
Valentine’s Day. If you don’t have leftover hearts, you can help them cut out paper
hearts from Mom’s favourite colour. Arrange three to five hearts with the points at
the centre. Thread floral wire through the points and then twist the wires together to
create the stem. Glue a large button or beads onto the hearts as the centre of the
flower. Your toddler can also create leaves by cutting them out of paper and gluing
them to the stem. Place the flowers in a vase and set it on Mom’s tray for breakfast
in bed.
Purchase a pastel t-shirt for Mum. Then, using paint specialized for fabric, let your
children place their hands into the paint and press them into the fabric. Be sure to
write down the child’s name and age on their hand-print. You can also write the date
on the t-shirt so Mum can see how the children have grown over the years.
Make Mum a vintage label purse using an old wooden cigar box with a bamboo
handle. These can be purchased from most craft stores. Take soup can labels,
kool-aid labels or other things Mum likes and decoupage them onto the cigar box.
Be sure that an adult paints shellac over the labels to protect them and keep them
from coming off.
There are many Mums who love to watch birds in their yard. Make a rustic bird
house using a plain wooden birdhouse and then gluing twigs and moss onto it. You
can also add other found items from your yard to make it look rustic. Hang the
birdhouse where it can be seen from a window and Mum will enjoy watching the
birds for years to come.
Does Mum have a flower garden? Help your toddler make stepping stones with a
kit or small bags of concrete. Make the stepping stones in aluminium pie tins or
plastic pails. Your toddler will have fun adding found items, glass beads or silk
flowers to decorate the stepping stone. Don’t forget to write the child’s name, age
and date in the concrete.
These fun Mother’s Day crafts can be made well ahead of the holiday. Give your
toddler the tools they need to make a great Mother’s Day gift for Mum, Grandma
and any other special women in their lives. The women will adore the presents and
the love your toddler used when making them.
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#28. Native American Craft Ideas for Thanksgiving:
When most people think about the first Thanksgiving, they think of the European
settlers, or pilgrims, to the New World and the Wampanoag Indians who helped
them survive their first years in an unfamiliar land. Although the early settlers didn’t
consider the first harvest feast a call for a religious day of thanksgiving, they were
thankful to their God and the Indians for their help. It is for this reason many people
like to make Native American craft ideas for Thanksgiving.
Dream Catcher
Dream catchers wouldn’t necessarily have been used by the Wampanoag Indians
because they were first used by the Ojibwa, but they are often associated with
Native Americans much the same way full headdresses are. The purpose behind
the dream catcher is to create a web in which nightmares are caught while a child is
sleeping. However, the good dreams are able to make their way through the web
and rest with the sleeping person.
The items you’ll need to make a dream catcher include:
* A 5-inch hoop made of metal (although traditionally the hoops would be made of
vines which were shaped into a circle)
* 4 yards of hemp, artificial sinew or yarn with which to create the web
* 1 Pony bead or other found items like shell or sea glass to represent the spider in
the web
* Natural feathers
Tie a 70-inch piece of string (hemp, sinew or yarn) in a knot with enough string to
create a loop to hang the dream catcher when complete. Pull the long end of the
string over about 1 to 1 1/2 inches on the hoop and bring the end to the left of the
string and back over to create a half-hitch knot.
Continue this pattern every 1 to 1 1/2 inches around the hoop until you come back
to the beginning. You’ll begin the next round in the centre of the previous two knots
to create the next layer of the web. Pull the strings tightly but not so tight as to warp
the hoop.
As you make your way around the third level, use the same half-hitch to close the
centre of the hoop. Somewhere on the third level you’ll want to tie one bead, shell
or piece of sea glass to represent the spider in its web. Then continue toward the
centre of the hoop, being sure to leave an opening. Tie the string in a knot to end
the dream catcher.
Cut the remaining string and thread two or three beads onto the string. Wrap the
end of a feather in the string, apply some craft glue and then bring the beads down
over the end of the feather. You can add other feathers if you like.

Headdress
A Native American headdress can be made by creating a band with construction
paper about 2 inches wide. The child can draw designs on the headband before
they begin adding the feathers. Glue feathers along the inside of the headband and
then place a second strip of construction paper which is glued to hold the feathers
in.
Children enjoy dressing up in costumes so they’ll most likely enjoy having a
headdress to play with. You can also find other Native American craft ideas for
Thanksgiving by searching through books, magazines and the internet if one of
these crafts doesn’t appeal to you. Find several Thanksgiving crafts you can do with
your children as you teach them about the history behind this annual holiday.
Of course, coloured wool always comes in handy for most kiddies craft ideas :-)
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#29. Old-Fashioned Holiday Crafts:
Many people believe the holidays have become too commercial. They don’t like the
glitz and electronics that have overtaken the holidays; they may even dream of oldfashioned celebrations. While you can’t change everything about the holiday
season, you can make these old-fashioned holiday crafts to bring back some of the
feel of yesteryear.
Old books, television shows and movies present a romanticized idea of winter time
celebrations. Families may not have had the money for elaborate gift giving, but
there was a sense of peace and love which isn’t always felt in families today. How
do you recreate that impression for your own home?
Having a live Christmas tree may begin to create the atmosphere you’re looking for.
There’s nothing quite like walking into a warm home and the aroma of pine hitting
your senses. In the past they didn’t have artificial trees, so having a live tree can
help bring back the wonder of Christmases old.
There also weren’t electrical lights for the tree. Old-fashioned candle ornaments are
a fire hazard so it’s best to leave that tradition in the past. You can, however, use
only ornaments you can make yourself this year rather than using ones which were
store bought.
Purchase some whole cranberries and pop some popcorn. With a needle and
thread, you can string the berries and popcorn to create an old-fashioned holiday
garland to place on the tree. Air popped popcorn is best, to keep it from being oily.
You might also prefer to use waxed dental floss rather than normal thread. This is
an activity everyone in the family can help with. Of course, the more people you
have stringing, the more popcorn you may need, since people have a tendency to
eat and string.
As a variation to the above, you could also dry apple and orange slices. Cut the fruit
into slices. Soak the apples in water with lemon juice to keep them from turning
brown. Spread the fruit in single layers on a cookie sheet and bake them for 6-8
hours at 150 degrees. Turn them over halfway through the process to ensure
they’re properly dried. String the dried fruit with the cranberries and popcorn. Once
the holiday is over, hang the garland outdoors for the animals to enjoy.
Paper chains were also common in homes in the past, since store-bought
decorations were often too expensive. Families decorated with what they had and
even making paper chains could have been elaborate. Cut the paper (use red,
white and green construction paper if you have it) into strips. Make a chain by
alternating between the colours. When the chain is as long as you want it, hang it
around the tree or across doorways and windows.

Cinnamon ornaments may also help with the ambiance you want to create. These
are made by mixing 3/4 cup apple sauce with one 4-ounce bottle of ground
cinnamon. Make stiff dough and roll it into a thin layer. Cut the dough with cookie
cutters, poke a hole in the ornament for the hanger and allow them to dry for a
couple of days.
Decorate the rest of your home with as many natural things as possible. Find empty
bird’s nests to place in the tree. Make wreaths using grapevine or pine boughs.
Place ribbon, pine cones and berries on the wreath to dress it up. Use your
imagination to think of things which may have been from days gone by. These oldfashioned holiday crafts may not actually bring back the good ol’ days, but they can
make them feel like they’ve returned.
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#30. Top Tips for Painting and Decorating Paper Mache Projects:
Paper mache art projects can be a lot of fun for children and adults who don’t mind
getting their hands a little dirty. Once the project is complete and dried however, you
need to think about how you’re going to finish it. These top tips for painting and
decorating paper mache projects give you the information you need to get that art
work ready for display.
How you decide to paint or decorate a paper mache project may be dependent
upon the intended use for the artwork. For instance, if you’re making a Halloween
mask for a child you’ll want to ensure the paint and finish is safe. Will the project be
touching skin or will they’ll be near enough to breathe the odours coming from it? If
the answer is yes, be sure to use a non-toxic paint.
Tempera paint is made from pigments and water so this would be one non-toxic
paint option to consider. Acrylic paints would be another good option. If you’d like to
put a thin protective coating on the project, add water to plain school glue to create
a watery mixture. This can be painted on the project and when the glue has dried it
will protect the project and give a slight sheen to it.
Free-standing pieces which will be displayed in a large room as art you may not
have to be as careful about. You may still want to use non-toxic paint, but it won’t
be quite as necessary. It will probably be necessary to use multiple coats of paint,
particularly the warmer colours, as the paint may soak into the paper.
If the project you made was a bowl shape or like an ancient piece of pottery,
consider using a dry brush technique to give the project the desired look. If you
used brown paper bags in the project itself, you won’t need to paint the piece
brown. You can use a dry brush to accentuate some of the edges of the paper to
give the impression of cracks.
Use a faux marble painting technique to give your project a heavier look. Marbling
is often accomplished by using sponges to layer different colours of paint on a
surface. Then a feather is dragged through white paint and pulled across the
painted surface. You can find out more about faux finishes by checking a book out
of the library or doing research on the internet.
Decide what type of finish you’d like for the artwork. You can find water-based
polyurethane which would give the project a hardened finish which is shiny. There is
also a clear gloss spray paint which may provide the finish you’re looking for.
Varnish is another option often used with paper mache artwork. Whichever method
you choose, remember to allow the project and the paint to dry completely before
adding the finish.

Use some of these tips for painting and decorating paper mache projects to decide
how you want to finish your own artwork. Consider the use of the project to make a
better informed choice. You can be proud of the artwork you’ve produced; enjoy it!
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#31. How to Make Paper Mache from Recycled Newspaper:
Artists have been creating paper mache artworks for as long as man has been
making paper. Also known by the French as papier-mâché, which means ‘chewedup paper’, it is an art form even young children can enjoy. If you’ve never done so,
here’s how to make paper mache from recycled newspaper.
There are two basic components to paper mache: paper and paste. You may also
be able to add textiles if needed, but if you have paper and some type of paste you
have everything you need to begin the creative process. You can find several
mixtures for paper mache paste either in library books or by searching on the
internet. The following are three of the most popular and easiest recipes.
* Flour and Water – Most people think of cooking recipes when they hear about
combining flour and water. The fact is these two ingredients, when mixed together
in the right proportions, make excellent paper mache paste. Stir together three
parts water with one part flour. You want the paste to be a thin consistency. Add
more flour if the mixture is too loose or more water if it is too thick.
* Wallpaper Paste and Water – If you’ve ever wallpapered a room, you know how
sticky the paste is. Wallpaper paste can be found at hardware or wallpaper stores.
Use the same proportions, three to one, as with the flour and water recipe. Stir the
ingredients well, being sure to incorporate all of it prior to using it.
* Glue and Water – Do you have children who love to do crafts? Chances are you
have white school glue around the house. Mix two parts of the glue to one part of
warm water. Do not use tacky craft glue for paper mache as it is too thick. Stir the
glue and water mixture until it reaches the correct consistency.
Now, let’s consider the paper. You may think you need a special type of paper to do
paper mache. Nothing could be further from the truth. Use leftover newspapers!
Recycle the newspapers you have around the house. It is the perfect strength and
texture for paper mache. The best size paper for most paper mache projects is
about one inch wide; the length can vary from between six to eight inches.
You’ll also need some type of a base or form on which to create your artwork.
Balloons work great for piñatas but if you’re itching to make something more
substantial, you may want to try something else. Some artists will use chicken wire
to sculpt their basic shape prior to adding the paper mache. Go ahead and try
different objects to find the best shape and base for your project.
Creativity and time are really the only other things you need until the shape is
complete. Add one layer of paper mache at a time and allow each layer to dry
before adding the next one. To determine how many layers of paper you’ll need,
think about the form and how you want the final project to look. Allow the completed
artwork to dry thoroughly for several days before you paint it.

It really isn’t difficult to learn how to make paper mache from recycled newspaper. It
is one of the easiest (although also one of the messiest) methods to create a threedimensional piece of art. Once you learn how to use these simple items to make
your first project, you may find yourself deciding to learn how to do an even bigger
and better project next.

#32. How to Make a Paper Mache Piggy Bank:
Children love to break open paper mache piñatas. Since they like piñatas so much,
maybe they’ll enjoy learning how to make a paper mache piggy bank. Having a
paper mache piggy bank will give your child a place to hold their money but also
allow them to get to their money should they need to.
Here’s what you’ll need to make a paper mache piggy bank:
* A balloon blown to the size of the finished piggy bank
* Newspaper cut or torn into approximately 1" by 6-8" pieces
* Masking tape
* Paste made from 1 cup flour, 1 1/2 cups of water and 4 cups boiling water
* Paint and a paintbrush
* Pipe cleaner or chenille stem
* A craft knife
* A paper egg carton
* Black paint or markers
Make the paste by mixing the flour with up to 1 1/2 cups of water in a pan. Stir
completely to create a thin mixture. Then stir in the boiling water and allow it to
simmer for about three minutes. Set this aside to cool as you blow up the balloon
and tear or cut the newspaper into pieces.
When the paste is cool enough to handle, begin dipping in one piece of paper at a
time. Place the newspaper in a single layer on the blown-up balloon, making sure to
leave the knot and end of the balloon hanging out so you can take it out later. Allow
the balloon to dry completely between each layer of paper - you want three layers
in total. When you’ve added the last layer, allow the balloon to dry for two days
before going to the next step.
An adult will need to cut five sections from a paper egg carton with a craft knife or
scissors. Using the masking tape, fasten four of the sections onto the balloon as the
legs. Before you tape the legs down permanently, make sure the bank will stand.
Then tape the last carton section on one end for the snout. Place flaps of tape
above the snout for the ears. Pop the balloon and remove it.

Paint the pig and then allow it to dry. Using the craft knife, cut a slot for the money
and poke a hole in the end where the tail goes. Wrap the pipe cleaner around a
pencil to make a curly shape and then poke that into the hole. Finish the piggy bank
by drawing the eyes on it and any other details.
Making a paper mache piggy bank can be a great activity for your child and you to
do together. They’ll have a useable bank they’ll be glad to show off and you’ll have
spent quality time with your child.

And isn’t that worth more than the money you could put in a piggy bank?
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#33. How to Make a Memorial Day/Patriotic Windsock:
Each year people celebrate Memorial Day by decorating with patriotic decorations.
Learn how to make a Memorial Day/patriotic windsock. You’ll then be ready to show
your patriotism for Memorial Day or other holidays requiring patriotic decorations.
1. The easiest Memorial Day/patriotic windsock is made with a cardboard tube (an
oatmeal box works well), white and blue construction paper, red and white crepe
paper streamers, glue string, a pair of scissors and a hole punch. Here’s how to
make it.
Have an adult cut the bottom out of the oatmeal box or find a large cardboard tube.
Cover the tube with blue construction paper. This can be glued onto the carton or
taped. Make stars from the white construction paper and glue those all over the
blue-covered carton or tube.
Cut the white and red crepe paper streamers in two to three foot lengths. Glue or
staple the streamers to one end of the tube to create the windsock. On the other
end of the windsock, punch four holes along the edge. Cut two pieces of string
about a foot long. Tie the pieces of string to the windsock and then tie a longer
piece of string to the smaller pieces. Hang the windsock by this longer piece of
string on your porch.
2. You can also make a windsock by making a tube out of blue construction paper.
Tape, staple or glue the paper to create the tube. Using star-shaped sponges glued
to film canisters, have the children dip each one in white paint and then place them
on the blue paper. Staple red and white crepe paper streamers, in one to two foot
lengths, onto one end of the construction paper. Punch holes in the other end to run
yarn through to hang the windsock. Since the streamers may run if they get wet,
you may want to hang your windsock somewhere it will be able to remain dry.
3. If you want to hang your windsock from your car’s antenna, you’ll want to have a
windsock which won’t ruin in the weather. To make this type of windsock, you’ll want
to find blue fabric which can be glued to the cylinder shape. Using white fabric
paint, paint stars all over the blue fabric.
Make streamers from pieces of white and red nylon or another lightweight fabric.
Staple the streamers to one end of the cylinder and punch holes for the yarn on the
other. Attach the yarn to hang the windsock and hang it from your car or another
location. Since the windsock is made with fabric, you shouldn’t need to worry about
it getting wet and running.
These are three different ways to make a Memorial Day/patriotic windsock. You can
choose the one which best suits your family’s needs. As time passes, you may want
to try making the other two versions so you’ll have the windsock ready when the
holiday arrives.

#34. Homemade and Safe Playdough Recipes:
Some playdough and modelling clay for children is not cheap. Even if you do find
inexpensive playdough, some parents are concerned about the materials used in
the playdough (artificial colours, etc.). And if you make your own, your child can
participate in making it. Here are some recipes.
1. Basic Salt Dough
This is a good one to make with your children, as it does not involve the stove.
In a bowl, combine 1 cup of table salt with 1 1/3 cup of water. Add a few drops of
food colouring to the water if you want to make coloured dough. After the salt
dissolves, gradually stir in 3 cups of white, all-purpose flour (don't use self-rising).
You may add more water or flour to get a playdough-like consistency.
Salt dough can be used to make three-dimensional sculptures, or rolled out and cut
into shapes. Salt dough can be allowed to air-dry, but it does have a tendency to
break down over time, especially in humid environments. To help prevent this and
make it more permanent, you can bake the salt dough shapes and sculptures in a
200 degree oven for an hour or until it becomes hard. Air-dried or oven-dried salt
dough can be painted.
Store unused salt dough in an airtight container in the refrigerator.
2. Traditional Cooked Playdough
Make sure this mixture is allowed to cool before you or your child begins to work
with it.
In a saucepan, mix:
* 1 cup flour
* 1/2 cup salt
* 2 tablespoons cream of tartar
* 1 tablespoon vegetable oil
* 1 cup water
• Food colouring (you can also mix in unsweetened, powdered drink mix to add
colour and scent)
•
Cook this mixture over medium-high heat, stirring constantly. It will eventually begin
to pull away from the edges of the pan and form a ball. When it does, remove the
saucepan from the heat and allow it to cool completely. Store in airtight containers.

3. No-Cook Playdough
For a playdough that you don't have to cook, try this recipe.
In a bowl, mix the following ingredients with your hands:
* 1 cup table salt
* 1 1/2 cups flour
* 1/4 cup oil (such as olive or salad oil)
* 1 tablespoon cream of tartar
* 3/4 cup water
* Food colouring
Once you have a cohesive lump of white dough, divide it into several portions and
work food colouring of your choice into each portion. Store in airtight containers
(baby food jars work well).
4. Clay
Modelling clay can also be made at home. Try mixing the following ingredients in a
saucepan in this order:
* 2 cups of baking soda
* 1 cup cornstarch
* 1 1/4 cups cold water
* Food colouring
Like playdough, cook this over medium-high heat, stirring constantly, until the clay
is mushy and soft like mashed potatoes. Remove saucepan from heat and pour the
clay mixture into a shallow baking pan and cover it with a damp cloth. When the
clay cools, it should be the right consistency to work. This clay should be stored in
the refrigerator in airtight containers and brought up to room temperature before
using.
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#35. Rainy Day Craft Ideas for Kids:
As a parent, you know there will be times when your children can’t go out to play
and will complain “Mum, I’m bored.” It’s on days like these that it’s good to have
rainy day craft ideas for kids already planned out. With a little planning and
purchases along the way you’ll be ready for them the next time they need
something to do.
Put together a rainy day craft box which is only to be used during inclement
weather. What do you put into this special box? Here are some supplies you may
want to include:
* Different types of paper – drawing, construction, scrap-booking, parchment and
others
* Drawing and coloured pencils
* Markers in different sizes
* Crayons
* Tempera and watercolour paints
* Paint brushes in differing sizes
* Outdated magazines you no longer want
* Special stickers
* Different coloured yarn
* Scrap-booking and plain scissors
* Glue
* Glitter
* Drinking straws
* Toothpicks
* Plastic tablecloth
* Old t-shirts or shirts
With a full box of crafting supplies, there’s no telling what they’ll be able to come up
with! Don’t forget to look through the box when your children are done with it to see
if you need to replace anything.
Let your children make their own Rorschach tests. They can drop several colours of
thick blobs of paint on one side of a piece of paper. Have them fold the paper in half
and smooth the paper out. As they open the paper they may be able to see shapes
in the paint, much like a Rorschach test. When the paint has dried, suggest they
finish the picture they first saw.
Your children can learn the scratch technique by colouring a rainbow or shapes on
a piece of watercolour paper. Make sure they cover the entire paper. Next they’ll
take a black crayon and heavily cover the entire page. Using a pen, knitting needle
or pointed object, they can draw a picture into the black crayon. The black will come
up, leaving the colour underneath to show through. Real scratch-board is done
using chalk under a heavy black paint which is then scratched to produce a picture.

Take out some of the scrapbook papers and scissors; suggest your child make
some bookmarks. They can find pictures out of the old magazines to decorate, or
use stickers. Have them punch a hole in the top of the bookmark so they can run
yarn through it.
Use these rainy day craft ideas for kids as a springboard for other ideas. Give your
children the freedom to be creative. If they get a little messier than you’d like, insist
they clean up before putting their rainy day craft box back until another day.
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#36. How to Soften and Clean Your Paintbrushes:
Artists and crafts people know the importance of taking care of their tools. If an
emergency arises, however, it isn’t always possible to properly clean up. When
you’ve accidentally left paint in your paintbrushes you may think they are ruined.
The following are some suggestions on how to soften and clean your paintbrushes
which will make them usable again.
Many artists and painters have solvents such as turpentine or mineral spirit to aid in
cleaning paintbrushes while they are painting. While these solvents do a good job,
they are flammable and can be hazardous to have around. Wouldn’t it be great if
you knew how to soften and clean your paintbrushes without having to worry about
the solvents you normally use?
Water soluble paint isn’t such a concern because the paint and brushes clean up
easily with water. Oil points, however, require soaking the paintbrush in turpentine.
No matter what type of paint you are using, the manufacturer will provide
instructions as to the best method to clean the brushes. However, on those
occasions when you can’t follow the manufacturer’s instructions and you fear your
brush is ruined, there are non-hazardous alternative solutions available.
One method is to use simple distilled white vinegar. Most people have cooking pots
they no longer use regularly but they consider them too good to toss out. Here’s a
perfect way to get use out of those pots!
Place the brushes which need to be cleaned in the pot. Then pour enough white
distilled vinegar to cover the bristles about one-fourth of the way up the pot. The
more room there is around the brushes, the better this will work.
Allow the brushes to stay in the vinegar for a couple of hours. Next turn the burner
on low-medium. You don’t want the vinegar to boil but only to become hot. This will
help loosen the hardened paint. Finish cleaning the paintbrushes by running them
under hot water and using your hands to remove the paint.
Another method of cleaning paintbrushes and softening the bristles which may
seem unusual but which is said to work well is to use liquid fabric softener. This
method is best used when the paint is fairly fresh. Pour the fabric softener in a tall
can and then put the brushes, bristles down, into the softener. Allow the brushes to
remain in the softener for at least ten minutes, but they can be left up to overnight.
Remove the brushes and clean as usual.
You can also use a similar method of cleaning for brushes which have been used
for painting with acrylics or painting a canvas with gesso. This time, however, use
hair conditioner. When you’re ready to clean your brushes, take them out of the
conditioner and clean as usual.

It is possible to soften and clean your brushes in a way which isn’t hazardous. By
using non-traditional methods you can keep your brushes in good repair and ready
for your next painting project.
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#37. Halloween: How to Make a Cute Spider Candy Holder:
When Halloween rolls around, you may not want to spend the evening answering
the door but you want to provide candy for trick-or-treating children. One way to do
this is to have a candy holder hanging from the door. You or your children can learn
how to make a cute spider candy holder so they can enjoy the night as well.
Of course, you probably don’t want to leave all of the candy you’ll be giving out in a
candy holder. Someone may decide they like what you have and take more than
their share. This cute spider candy holder will hold some candy but not so much
that you can’t step away for a minute.
To make this candy holder you’ll need the following items:
* 9" paper plate
* 4 black chenille stems
* Three 36"-long pieces of green yarn
* Black, white and light green acrylic paint
* 3" x 5" piece of orange construction paper
* Black marker
* White craft glue
* Scissors
Start out by folding the paper plate in half and then cutting it into two pieces. Next
paint the pieces on one side with black spray paint. You can also find black paper
plates in some party supply stores for “over the hill” parties. If you’ve painted the
plates, allow them to dry thoroughly.
Glue the unpainted, scalloped edges together to create a pocket. Be sure to leave
the straight cut edge open or you won’t be able to put candy into it.
Cut all four chenille stems in half and set two of them aside. Bend the remaining
stems about one inch up from the end to create feet. Some of the feet will point left
and some right. On the other two, bend them an inch on one end and two inches on
the other. Glue three on one side and three on the other. Glue the ones with both
ends bent 1/3 of the way down on each side.
Use white paper or paint to make eyeballs with black paint for the iris and a white
dot in the centre for pupils. If you used paper to create the eyes they will have to be
glued on. Paint a squiggly line for the mouth with green paint.
Create a sign on orange construction paper for the spider to hold saying “Trick-orTreat” or “Happy Halloween.”

Gather all three pieces of yarn together and then braid them to create a handle.
When the braid is completed, tie a knot in the other end of the yarn. Glue the ends
along the inside of the holder where the two parts of the paper plate are joined
together. Allow this to dry completely before filling it with candy.
Remember not to fill the holder with too much candy at one time. It is only made
from paper plates, glue and yarn so it’s not extremely heavy duty. You may want to
make more than one in case the first one tears up from use.
Once you’ve learned how to make a cute spider candy holder for this year’s
Halloween celebration, you may want to make other candy holders for the future.
Think of the other types of holders you can make – Frankenstein, pumpkins or
tombstones. Children will look forward to what next year’s candy holder will be.
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#38. How to Make Springtime Pop-Up Cards:
You’ve just come back from the store looking for the perfect greeting card. Even if
you find one you like, you may not be willing to shell out the amount they’re asking
for it. Learn how to make springtime pop-up cards and you’ll be able to give a oneof-a-kind card your intended recipient will love.
To make a springtime flower garden pop-up card, you’ll need the following
materials:
* Card stock or construction paper in various colours
* Pencils – drawing and coloured or crayons
* Craft glue such as Mod Podge
* A paintbrush
* Scrap-booking paper in pastels or springtime motifs
* A creative mind
Begin by measuring a piece of card stock to size. Measure to the centre and fold
the card stock on that line. Draw a 1-inch by 1-inch square in the centre of the card
stock and cut only along the horizontal lines you’ve drawn. Fold out this tab to
create the “pop-up.”
Using coloured pencils in various shades of green, create the grass for your flower
garden. You can make the grass using sweeping lines similar to real grass, or
stylized depending upon your artistic skill.
On a separate sheet of stock, draw the flower garden with as many flowers as
you’d like. Colour the flowers and then cut them out. Use Mod Podge or another
craft glue to glue the image onto the tab using a paintbrush to ensure the glue is
even and stays on the tab.
If you’d like to make multiple layers of pop-ups, fold the paper in several areas and
use the same steps to create the tabs for the pop-up. Then glue a different element
of the card on each tab. This will provide a 3-D effect for the recipient.
Use scrap-booking paper to cut out the words “Happy Spring” or another greeting.
Glue those onto the card behind the flower garden. You may also want to put
butterfly or bee stickers on the page to look like they’re flying around the flowers.
Using a piece of construction paper, create a cover for the card, ensuring the size is
a little larger than the card stock. Fold that in half and glue the card stock into the
centre of the construction paper. This will ensure the recipient won’t notice the hole
for the pop-up before they open the card.

Decorate the front of the card with photographs you’ve taken, photos you’ve cut out
of a magazine, or drawings you’ve made. Add stickers to decorate the card to
create a springtime image. Don’t forget to leave room for a greeting on the front of
the card.
Many children and adults enjoy knowing how to make springtime pop-up cards to
give to loved ones. Of course, once you get started making pop-up cards, you may
decide store-bought cards pale in comparison.
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#39. Summer Craft Ideas for Teens:
Have you ever heard your teen say that he or she is bored? During the summer you
may hear more of the same. Devise craft ideas to help stop the boredom and even
create a new hobby for your teens.
You may feel that summer crafts are only for little kids, but teens can benefit from
activities that engage their hands as well as their minds. During the summer, all that
information they learned at school the previous year seems to leak out little by little
until they are starting again when the new educational year rolls around.
Summer crafts can help put that brain to work. Here are some ideas that you can
use. Maybe your kids will think of a few of their own.
Teens are older so they can handle more complex activities. Creating things from
your hands give your teen a sense of pride and confidence in their abilities. Start by
asking your teen about their interests. You can create or search for craft ideas on
that topic.
Craft Ideas
* Jewellery – This can work for girls and guys. Remember when you made bead
jewellery at summer camp? Craft stores like Michael’s and A.C. Moore sell jewellery
kits that can get you started. If your child likes the jewellery making, they can create
their own set of beads, wooden balls, glass beads and semi-precious stones to
create their own unique products. Jewellery can be given as presents for birthdays
and Christmas.
* Lanyards – This is also a throwback from summer camp. Teens can create key
chains, bracelets and other designs to keep for themselves or give to friends.
* Shirt designs – Tie dyeing is back in fashion. Teach your teen to create their own
cool t-shirts using different colours and patterns reminiscent of the 60s. Another
shirt design is iron-on. They can create a shirt design and turn it into an iron-on
patch.
* Pottery – That lump of clay can become a pot, saucer, vase or anything they want
it to be. Buy a pottery kit with a small potter’s wheel so they can try it out for
themselves. With some designs, you don’t need a kiln. The pottery can sit and dry
on its own.
* Candle making – This was a family activity in colonial days. Use molds and candle
kits to create taper, round and three-wick candles. Teens can create designs in the
wax or on the outside of the candle to represent different special occasions.

* Wood-working crafts – Teach your teen to use their hands and imagination. Build
a bird house; craft a clock; build a simple desk or stool. There are thousands of
items they can choose from. If they need to use a saw, teach proper use and
always supervise.
Are your teens bored? Give them a ton of ideas to keep them busy all summer
long.
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#40. Summer Craft Ideas for Toddlers:
In the summer, kids are out of school and looking for something to do. If you have a
young child, then you will have your hands full. Here are some ideas for summer
crafts to keep them busy.
Summer is about having fun. And, kids love to do just that. Crafts allow kids to
learn skills while they have fun. If your toddler is getting ready for school in a year
or two, your ideas could teach them spatial recognition, how to identify colours, how
to identify shapes, and how to work independently. You may be surprised at how
much your child’s identity comes through their work.
So, without further ado, here are some craft ideas.
Chalk Drawings
We are not talking about the chalkboard in a classroom. This is side-walk chalk. It
comes in a variety of colours and can lead to hours of fun for a child. Begin by
having them stand in the light to create a shadow. You can make a tracing of their
shadow on the ground. Then let your child use the chalk to draw hair, facial features
and clothing on their chalk self. You can also let them draw designs of their own
making using the different colours.
Paper Flowers
Flowers in bloom are beautiful. Introduce your child to their brilliance by making
paper flowers. Use tissue paper, pipe cleaners and Styrofoam blocks. Kids can
create different flower colours and shapes based on flowers they have seen or ones
they want to create.
Wind a pipe cleaner around the centre of the tissue paper to secure it. Then
separate and shape petals and leaves. Finally, stick the pipe cleaner stems through
a Styrofoam block to display them. You may need a plastic stake to prop up heavier
flowers.
Wind Chimes
The sound of clanging objects in the breeze makes kids happy. It sounds like
music. Help toddlers create their own wind chimes using metal washers, bells and
other metal pieces that have a hole in them. The children can use string to suspend
the pieces from a central object. You can use an empty plastic bottle or a container.
Turn it over and place pairs of holes through the bottom. Tie the string through the
pair of holes to secure the chimes. When you hang it, the breeze will delight the
children.

Finger Painting
There is something about kids and getting messy that they enjoy. Clear a wide
space and put paper down on the floor. Give each child a large sheet of poster
board and the colours they choose to paint their picture. If they’ve never used
paints before, you may have to show them first.
Summertime can be a time of learning and fun for toddlers. Use the above ideas for
crafts to help teach and spend quality time with your child.
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